
OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES
Dallas, Texas

Parker University 
2540 Walnut Hill Lane  •  Dallas, TX  75229

Light Dinner from 5:30 to 7:00 pm
The ceremony begins at 7:00 pm and should finish around 8:30 pm.

A NIGHT IN
YOUR HONOR

APRIL 2, 2025



Our Community Salutes (OCS) is a non-profit, tax-exempt, 501(c)(3)
organization. It was created in 2009 in New Jersey to recognize and honor high 
school seniors (and their parents/guardians) who plan to enlist into the military 

after high school graduation. OCS also provides future service members and 
their families with access to educational resources and 

connects them with military support groups.

What started as one OCS ceremony in southern New Jersey has now spread 
across the nation. These events are planned and conducted 

independently in each community by volunteers, including military 
veterans, high school and college educators, local businesses, community 

leaders, and active duty military personnel. Our Community Salutes DFW has 
been honoring future service members in the DFW area since 2021.

www.OCSDFWTX.org

Tag us in social media with #OCSDFWTX. 
Twitter Handle: @OCSDFWTX

To view and download the photos from this event, 
please visit OCSDFWTX.org



Program

Welcome

Invocation 

National Anthem

2025 Gen. Colin Powell Award Recipient

U.S. Army Honorees

U.S. Marine Corps Honorees

U.S. Air Force Honorees

U.S. Space Force Honorees

Service Songs 

Farewell



2025 General Colin Powell 
Award Recipient

LTC Russell Hooper

Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Russell L. Hooper is a native of Palestine, 
Texas. He was commissioned in 1985 through the Army ROTC Program at 
Stephen F. Austin State University, Nacogdoches, Texas as a Distinguished 
Military Graduate. As an Artillery Officer, he completed the Officer Basic 
Course at Fort Sill, Oklahoma in June 1986 and reported to his first duty 
assignment in Germany.  Hooper retired in March 2006 after 20 years of 
active military service. 

LTC Hooper served for two years as the Senior Army Instructor (JROTC) at 
Emmett J. Conrad High School, Dallas ISD in Dallas, Texas. He is currently 
the JROTC Coordinator for the DeSoto Independent School District and the 
Senior Army Instructor at the DeSoto High School. 



Honorees
U.S. Army

Samantha Abrams

Javier Alamilla

Jeremy Franco Alcantara

Jean Ntote Batouke

Corissa Boswell

Katelyn Bounds

Joshua Brickey

Dakota Cagle

Casey Carter

Essence Clerkley

Tyler Cordes

Alexandro Cruz

Christi Dade

Darius Dewalt

Edward Espinal

Leyla Flores

Alexander Friend

Gavyn Friend

Jocorey Giddens

Anthony Gilkey

Eris Grey

Coleton Helms

Alejandro Hernandez

Seth Hicks

Tripp Howard

Tavaris Jackson

Samuel Kleinjan

Naa Lamptey

Tristan Lance

Kaliece Lockett

Anjelina Lopez

Angel Lopez

Stephanie Maldonado

Alexandra Mejia

Kanyah Miles

Vanessa Ocampo

Angel Mercado Polanco

Damian Prado

Tanner Reynolds

Kevin Hernandez Rodriguez

Riley Tiner

Chi Truong

Oswar Vazquez

Alec Wallace

Aubrie Wiggins

Taviaus Williams



Honorees
U.S. Marine Corps

Elias Ballard

Yasmin Cervantes

Stuart Cochran

Isabel Delossantos

Moises Gutierrez

Pamela Hernandez Mendez

Jy’kryian Johnson

Samuel Kim

Armando Lopez

Jayden Lopez

Javier Montealvo

Ken Odom

Austin Payton

Andrew Peres

Julian Ramostapia

Zahdia Rhoades

Remi Rivest

Fabiola Rodriguez

Angel Roque

Gavin Sanchez

Jordan Smith

Jesse Zavala



Honorees
U.S. Air Force

Nina Bergeron

Samantha Carreon    

Mattylin Chaput

Nevaeh Colbert   

Alexandra Cortez

Saniya Davis

Justin Douglas 

Emma Golden

Jayden Hubbard

Isaac Langston

Tigran Tamargazin



Honorees
U.S. Space Force

Hamza Shittu



CONGRATULATIONS
HONOREES!

CONGRATULATIONS
HONOREES!



CONGRATULATIONS HONOREES!

CONGRATULATIONS
HONOREES!



CONGRATULATIONS HONOREES!

Hillwood salutes this year’s seniors for their 
enlistment in the U.S. Armed Forces. 

It is an honor to support your dedication and 
commitment to becoming the next generation 

of U.S. Veterans.



I want to thank our local sponsors and donors tonight – 

NATIONAL SPONSORS

Fiserv, USAA and Navy Federal Credit Union

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

Parker University and 7-11

SILVER SPONSOR

Hillwood and Perimeter Global Logistics

BRASS SPONSORS 

North Texas – Audie Murphy chapter, North Texas Wreaths of Honor, 

Krypton Solutions, Lockheed Martin Missile and Fire Control

and Lockheed Martin Aeronautics

BRONZE SPONSORS 

Elks Lodges, Products Unlimited 

Multiple Donors tonight include the Air & Space Forces Association, Dallas 

Navy League, RPC, PepsiCo, Frito Lay, plus numerous individuals that we 

want to thank tonight. 

They are listed in our program.



PROUD TO 
SUPPORT

OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES
and its mission to recognize, honor and support
high school enlistees and their families during
their commitment to military service



Fiserv is a proud sponsor 
of Our Community 
Salutes and their efforts 
to celebrate those who 
choose to serve in our 
nation’s military.

© 2022 Fiserv, Inc. or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

FORTUNE Magazine World’s Most Admired Companies®

2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021



LEARN IT.
LIVE IT.

Parker.edu  |  Dallas, TX 
800.637.8337 or 214.902.2429

We recognize the unique experiences that come with serving in the armed forces and are grateful 
for the service and sacrifice provided in the defense of our nation. Parker University is dedicated to 
supporting our military, veteran students, and family members.

COUNSELING & DISABILITY SERVICES

Counseling services from Parker’s on-site licensed psychologist are available for free to all students 
and their spouses. Students and spouses may schedule an hour-long appointment up to five days  
per week.

Learn more by contacting Ask1Stop@Parker.edu for more information.

VETERAN DISCOUNTS

• Active military receive a $250 per credit hour  
tuition discount for undergraduate, online,  
and master’s programs

• Parker grant and merit scholarships are  
also available to qualified veterans pursuing  
undergraduate degrees

• Presidential and merit scholarships are  
available to DC seeking veterans

TUITION ASSISTANCE

• Tuition deposit and application fees are  
 waived for all veterans 

• All veterans, their spouse, and dependent  
 children (under the age of 26) are eligible for  
 a 10% tuition discount.*

* This benefit does not apply to active military using the 
tuition assistance benefits and receiving the discount 
of $250 per credit hour, or in combination with any other 
Parker discount.

WHY MILITARY AND VETERANS CHOOSE 
PARKER UNIVERSITY





Whether you’re a seasoned servicemember or a new recruit, we 
value your service. We’re dedicated to offering extra-low rates, 
loan discounts and other products and resources to lighten your 
load while complementing your busy military life.



WE SALUTE THOSE WHO
PROTECT OUR FUTURE.

Their mission drives our mission.
At Lockheed Martin, we’re proud

to partner with our nation’s Armed
Forces to help them carry out their

vital missions to protect life and liberty.

Learn more at lockheedmartin.com/community
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Salutes
This Year’s Seniors

AUSA NORTH TEXAS 
AUDIE MURPHY CHAPTER

www.ausanorthtexas.org

EDUCATE

INFORM

CONNECT

REMEMBER 
the Fallen. . . 

HONOR 
those who Serve. . . 

TEACH 
our children the 

value of Freedom.

AUSA NORTH TEXAS 
AUDIE MURPHY CHAPTER

www.ausanorthtexas.org

EDUCATE

INFORM

CONNECT

PGL is one of the world’s fastest 
growing all in third party logistics 
(3PL) companies, specializing in time 
definite transportation of shipments 
and full enterprise logistics solutions. 
Our objective is to supply you with 
advanced technology backed by 
hands on client assistance so that 
you can get more business done 
every day. Our mission is to provide 
Intelligent Supply Chain Solutions 
that go beyond 3PL.



Truist is honored to recognize, celebrate 
and show our gratitude for the many 
sacrifices made by all military branches 
and their families.

Products you can count on. 
People you can trust.
As a small, woman-owned distributor, we are 
passionate about providing product solutions 
for your everyday needs as well as your unique 
projects. Our job simplifies yours by providing 
a consistent resource as an extension to 
your team.

Since 1992, our award-winning team has proudly 
provided medical, laboratory, safety and 
industrial supply sourcing needs for federal, state 
and local governments, and many more. We 
strive to provide competitive pricing and quick 
turn-around times from leading manufacturers.



Individual Sponsors



Service Songs

United States Coast Guard 
From Aztec shore to Arctic zone, 

to Europe and Far East.
The Flag is carried by our ships

in times of war and peace;
And never have we struck it yet in 

spite of foe-men’s might,
Who cheered our crews and 

cheered again for showing how to fight.

Chorus:
So here’s the Coast Guard marching song, 

We sing on land or sea.
Through surf and storm and howling gale, 

High shall our purpose be.
“Semper Paratus” is our guide, Our fame, 

our glory too,
To fight to save or fight and die! 

Aye! Coast Guard we are for you!

United States Air Force & Guard
Off we go, into the wild blue yonder, 

Climbing high into the sun. 
Here they come zooming to meet our thunder, 

At ‘em boys, give ‘er the gun. 
Down we dive, spouting our flame from under, 

Off with one hell-uv-a roar! 
We live in fame or go down in flame, 

Nothing’ll stop the U.S. Air Force. 

United States Navy
Anchors Aweigh, my boys, Anchors Aweigh. 

Farewell to foreign shores,  
we sail at break of day, of day.  

Through our last night ashore, drink to the 
foam, Until we meet once more 

Here’s wishing you a happy voyage home!

United States Army & Guard
March along, sing our song, with the Army of 

the free. Count the brave, count the true, who 
have fought to victory. We’re the Army and 

proud of our name! 
We’re the Army and proudly proclaim:

First to fight for the right, 
And to build the Nation’s might, 

And The Army Goes Rolling Along. 
Proud of all we have done, 

Fighting till the battle’s won, 
And the Army Goes Rolling Along. Then it’s hi! 

hi! hey! 
The Army’s on its way. 

Count off the cadence loud and strong; For 
where’er we go, 

You will always know 
That The Army Goes Rolling Along.

United States Marine Corps
From the halls of Montezuma 

To the shores of Tripoli 
We will fight our country’s battles 

In the air, on land and sea. 
First to fight for right and freedom, And to keep 

our honor clean. 
We are proud to claim the title of, United States 

Marines.





God Bless America
God bless America,

Land that I love,
Stand beside her and guide her

Thru the night with a light from above;
From the mountains, to the prairies,

To the oceans white with foam,
God bless America,

My home, sweet home.
God bless America,

My home, sweet home





Space Force
We’re the mighty watchful eye,

 Guardians beyond the blue,
 The invisible front line,

 Warfighters brave and true.
 Boldly reaching into space,
 There’s no limit to our sky.

 Standing guard both night and day,
 We’re the Space Force from on high.






